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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) RECURRENT 2007–08  
AND 2008–09 (SUPPLEMENTARY) BILL 2009 

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) CAPITAL 2007–08  
AND 2008–09 (SUPPLEMENTARY) BILL 2009 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from 26 November 2009. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [7.00 pm]: I am happy to say that I will be the final speaker on this series 
of bills that we are dealing with cognately. I have made an arrangement with the Leader of the House that the 
debate on these bills will take only three hours. This debate provides an opportunity for the opposition to take up 
issues with the Treasurer. I will not speak for very long. However, we do want to spend some time in 
consideration in detail questioning the Treasurer on some of the items of government expenditure over the period 
that is covered by these bills.  

These bills seek to respectively authorise, or approve, both capital and recurrent spending over the 2007–08 and 
2008–09 financial years. For 2007–08, the bills seek to approve $443 million in additional recurrent spending 
and $162 million in additional capital spending; and for 2008–09, the bills seek to approve $1 billion in 
additional recurrent spending and $139 million in additional capital spending. As anyone can see, the big 
increase in additional spending of roughly $1.2 billion occurred in 2008–09, which was the first year of the 
Barnett Liberal–National government.  

Over the period of the government, there has been a massive increase in expense growth. For each month from 
January to June 2009, which is the first six months of last year, the increase in the expense growth figure was 
never under 12.5 per cent, and at times it reached 13.6 per cent. Therefore, there is now a major increase in state 
debt. In the year between 1 July 2008 and 30 June 2009, state debt increased by more than $3 billion as a 
consequence of the failed financial management of the new government. The new government has now been in 
place for 18 months. We debated earlier the massive increases in costs for ordinary families. Increases in taxes 
and charges and new taxes and charges have been imposed on Western Australians. All of this amounts to a 
failure to control spending and the mismanagement of the budget. It means big increases in taxes, fees and 
charges and, potentially, as we will see shortly, increases in the royalty rates and perhaps new royalties imposed 
on the Western Australian mining industry. 

As part of this debate, we want to take up a range of issues with the Treasurer, in particular issues surrounding 
the employment of additional public servants despite the cap on the number of employees that the state 
government said it would implement last year. As I recall, the Treasurer indicated that there would be a cap and 
it would be frozen at that point in time—perhaps it was halfway through last year. As far as I am aware, an 
additional 2 300 employees have been taken on since the cap was imposed, which makes the cap somewhat 
illusory, if that is the case. We will be delving into some of those issues as part of the debate. We will delve into 
the efficiency dividend to see what has happened with that. We might delve into the huge increase in costs 
caused by the Department of Health budget blowouts, which the Premier has indicated the government will pick 
up. We might have a look at all those matters, as well as some of the projects that have been cancelled around 
Western Australia, as part of the consideration in detail debate on this bill. I will now sit down. I suppose it is an 
opportunity, therefore, for the Treasurer to respond. We can then go into consideration in detail and start 
questioning the Treasurer. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Treasurer) [7.08 pm] — in reply: That was short, brief and concise, and I will 
be short, brief and concise. These bills deal with effectively a retrospective appropriation of moneys from 2007–
08 to 2008–09 for capital and recurrent expenditure, and basically appropriate moneys that have been spent 
under the Treasurer’s advance, and I welcome the opportunity to work through those in detail over the next little 
while with the opposition. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill (Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Recurrent 2007–08 and 2008–09 (Supplementary) Bill 2009) read a 
second time. 

Leave denied to proceed forthwith to third reading. 
 


